
Dear Perry Center Friends,

As a young child, I remember standing in front of a large congregation with a tattered white gown and a golden pipe cleaner halo reciting 
Luke 2:13-14 for the Christmas Eve program. I am sure many of you can recite it from memory and can picture yourself in the same position. 
Though the Gospel in Luke is familiar, the excitement and awe in the declarations are still true to this day. King Jesus came to this world, 
lived a perfect life and saved humanity from the power of sin, death and the power of the Devil. What a wondrous mystery, and yet a glorious 
celebration!

This year has been an exciting year for The Perry Center! Our maternity home and early learning programs continue to grow. Length of 
stays within the maternity home have increased by 21% and our ministry is actively seeking ways to create transitional homes for young 
mothers excelling through the program. Our Tender Hearts early learning program has been bursting at the seams with growth and has 
created amazing opportunities for mothers at the maternity home as well as for their children. Again, our ministry is actively looking at ways 
to expand the childcare license and space to create larger success stories for our residents and for our community.

This Christmas season is unique for The Perry Center. Thrivent Financial has chosen to partner with our ministry by providing matching 
funds for Giving Tuesday on December 3. For every $2.00 The Perry Center receives on that day, Thrivent Financial will give $1.00 up to 
$20,000! $30,000 can surely impact a generation through our ministry as well as tackling half of our end-of-year goal in one generous 
day! With your financial blessings, our ministry would be able to pay off the condominium ($16,780.45) that our early learning program 
operates out of, our ministry could provide resources to create transitional living ($7,200), our ministry could build a stronger reserve 
($25,000) for financial droughts, and our ministry could complete facility upgrades and regular maintenance ($11,000). When we look at 
these numbers, it is so easy to become overwhelmed, but I am always amazed at how God provides through your response to a call to action. 

As you plan your end-of-year and Christmas giving, please prayerfully consider giving your gift on December 3 at https://thrivent.cotribute.
co/events/323498/detail or by dating your check December 3 and having it delivered to The Perry Center by that date 

to participate in the Thrivent match. Thank you for being woven into our ministry and for being a part of the lives of the 
women and children we serve. We could not do this work without God and YOU! Wishing you a Merry Christmas and a 
blessing filled New Year!

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Phone:

Please contact me about a long term giving plan.
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*Please make all checks payable to The Perry Center. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway         West Fargo, ND 58078 701.241.9289 www.perrycenter.org

In HIS Service,
Nathaniel Douglas
Nathaniel Douglas
Executive Director

Email:

“You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased! ” Luke 2:13-14
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A loving home for the expectant mother who 
is seeking to transform her life and herself 

into who she is called to be, in the midst and 
uncertainty of an unexpected pregnancy.

NEWSLETTER

www.perrycenter.org

In our last newsletter, I wrote about how we are seed planters, 
and how each staff member at The Perry Center has an 
opportunity to make a deposit into each mom’s life. We have 
witnessed lives transformed before our own eyes, and have seen 
some moms leave the program before we thought they should. In 
either case, our default has to be to love them well and trust God 
for the outcome. Most of the time, we aren’t able to see how that 
seed took root or grew until much later. But sometimes, we are 
blessed enough to see the story come full circle. 

We first featured Beonca’s story in the summer of 2018 when she 
wrote an article for our newsletter from a Perry Center resident 
perspective. She was a resident who stayed with us not just once, 
but twice! Beonca stayed at The Perry Center through both of 
her pregnancies and successfully completed our program. She 
now lives in her own apartment with her two beautiful children 
Eliza, 2, and Santos, 23 months. During her time at The Perry 
Center, Beonca often volunteered at our Tender Hearts Early 
Learning Program. She has always had a heart for children, and 
kids are drawn to her kind and gentle spirit. Her heart has always 
been in childcare as she started taking care of friends’ and family 
members’ little ones for a time. Recently a full-time position 
opened up at Tender Hearts Early Learning Program, and she was 
a perfect fit. 

Continue to God’s Love Poured Out on page 2 to read more of a 
story that only God could write for Beonca. 
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God’s Love Poured Out
By Gabriela Wetter
Program Manager, Tender Hearts

Occasionally, Tender Hearts has the privilege of having 
residents of The Perry Center volunteer with us. In the fall of 
2017, Beonca, and her infant daughter joined us for 25 hours 
per week. Beonca quickly became a favorite around here and 
our toddler teacher, Miss Debra, took her under her wing. From 
reading Bible stories to toddlers, to rocking babies, to preparing 
meals, and cleaning up, Beonca did it all with an amazing attitude. 

Fast forward two years later, Beonca responded to one of our 
hiring ads. After some honest conversations back and forth 
about barriers to employment, she submitted an employment 
application. During her interview, it was apparent that she had 
a passion for early learning and her relationship with God.  We 
were looking to hire a full-time toddler teacher, and who better 
than a momma of two toddlers! Beonca has been a full-time 
employee of our ministry now for several months and we can’t 
imagine our staff team without her! She is wise beyond her 
years, teachable, flexible, patient, and fun- all the qualities you 
need to teach toddlers!

When Miss Beonca began volunteering at Tender Hearts in 
2017, we could immediately see her servant’s heart and her 
love for the children! Now, only two years later, her heart has 

just gotten bigger! Her love and care for the children has 
grown and we can truly see that it is the love of Jesus being 
exhibited from her heart! She models to our one and two 
year olds how to apply Jesus’ words, that we should love 
Him with all of our hearts, souls, minds, and strength and 
love our neighbors as ourselves. In every interaction with 
the children, she displays Christ. If it’s offering a word of 
encouragement to a toddler who can’t quite fit the wooden 
puzzle piece into its place or gently soothing a child who 
misses his mommy, she has the patience and grace that 
only Jesus can give! Since Jesus’ love has been poured into 
her heart, she pours it out to our children, families, and 
program.

“But as it is written, eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of the man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.” 1 Corinthians 
2:9

The other day during nap time, Beonca had turned on 
worship music and was singing along as she folded laundry, 
all while carefully watching her sleeping toddlers. It’s 
moments like these where we realize that the ministry has 
come full circle. Those we have poured into over the years 
at The Perry Center are now pouring into the little lives 
next door at Tender Hearts.
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Pay It Forward on #GivingTuesday! Giving Tuesday is one 
of the biggest, boldest, days of giving across the nation 
and we need your help! Visit https://thrivent.cotribute.co/
events/323498/detail on Tuesday, December 3, and make a 
special contribution to The Perry Center. Thrivient Financial 
will make your donation go further by matching $1 for every 
$2 raised- up to $20,000 per regional Thrivent Member 
Network. Plus, all online processing fees will be covered by 
Thrivent, meaning 100% of your gift will go right to the cause! 
Donations made online through Thrivent’s giving platform 

Bundle up and join us at 
THE PERRY CENTER

from 5:30 - 8:30 
as we celebrate this 

day of giving with a night of 
FAMILY FUN !

PiKidily Face Painting
Sleigh Rides

Cookie Decorating
Hot Cocoa and S’mores

Lighting Ceremony
Live Music by:

West Fargo High School Carolers
Davies High School Jazz Combo

Oak Grove Lutheran School

Beyond Pro-Life:
A Pro-Love Movement
By A Former Perry Center Resident
The Perry Center isn’t just about saving the unborn. They take 
the pro-life stance to the place I wish all pro-life supporters 
would; they think beyond just the pregnancy and the unborn. 
They think about the woman carrying the baby. They think 
about what happens next. And that is the key. They help a 
woman become more than the circumstances of her life. 
They create, facilitate and encourage opportunities that once 
seemed impossible or difficult. Their goal is to help a woman 
build a better life for herself and the baby. Well beyond 
pregnancy. Whatever that may be, graduating high school, 
attending therapy, finding a place to live and a job. Providing 
education on various things. Creating a loving and stable 
environment. Giving support and care.

A lot of women abort out of fear, out of lack of financial assets, 
out of desperation. These are the women who can be saved 
from falling into the trap of not believing they are capable of 
raising a child. These are the exact women The Perry Center 
seeks out to help. They meet a woman where she is, just as 
God would. They help build her self-esteem and her...
  Continue reading on page 4

or at events on Giving Tuesday, December 3, 2019, will be 
matched up to $20,000 per Thrivent Member Network 
or until 11:59 p.m. CST, whichever comes first. Thrivent, in 
partnership with InFaith Community Foundation, offers you 
the opportunity to make online personal donations to the 
organizations you care about.



While being a resident assistant there are times I have felt like 
I have little to offer the women I serve. Physically, mentally, 
emotionally, I can’t give them all they deserve to thrive in life. 
While those needs are important, what they truly need is a 

strong spiritual life of prayer and the 
knowledge of the fullness of Christ. 
This knowledge is the only thing that will 
ultimately fulfill them and help them 
thrive in life. Prayer is the smallest, most 
simple thing I have to offer them, yet it 
is the most powerful and life ,changing.  
Each woman carries her own cross on 
her own unique journey to The Perry 
Center. As a resident assistant, I am 
blessed to be able to help them bear 
that cross and help point them to our 

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

F O L L O W   U S!

Point Them to Jesus
By Emily Klinkner, Perry Center Resident Assistant

As a resident assistant, I am 
blessed to help them bear that 
cross and help point them to 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.

I have had the blessing to be a resident assistant at The Perry 
Center for a year now. I have seen women and children 
come and go. I have heard their stories and witnessed their 
struggles. Struggles I wish never existed. Each woman who 
comes to The Perry Center has her 
own unique cross to bear. A cross 
with struggles and a lot of questions. 
In my time here, I have found that no 
matter their journey through life, all 
the residents ask similar questions: 
Why me? What’s the point? But 
that’s not what their hearts are truly 
desiring to know. Ultimately, they 
want to know their purpose and 
understand their reason in life. While 
I can’t give them an easy answer, I 
can give them a simple one; their purpose in life is to know 
Jesus and make Him known to others. The reason for life is 
Christ. 

Self-worth by introducing her to God. Showing her that God 
never gives up on her. That God forgives, even the seemingly 
unforgivable. God loves unconditionally. God wants the best 
life for her even if that means allowing hardships. The Perry 
Center is a part of God’s angels, a small army sent to save 
women and children. Not just a pregnancy, not just an unborn 
child, but a woman’s life and a child’s life for years to come.

As for myself? They saved my life. I tell people that all the 
time. I tell them they gave me a second chance when no one 
believed I was capable. They loved me until I could love myself. 
They paved the path for me to find my faith again. Even when 
I pushed back, they stood with me. They fought for my life, 
not just my son’s. That is something I will never forget and will 
always be incredibly thankful for. God knew what I needed. 
Getting pregnant with my son was the path God created 
to save me. He knew where He was taking me long before I 
could see it. The Perry Center gave me more than just a roof 
over my head. They gave me a  family, they gave me warmth 
and stability. They provided what I needed until I could do it 
myself. Even now, two years later, if I need anything they are 
simply a phone call away. That is what The Perry Center is 
about. They take the word Pro-Life well beyond what people 
usually associate with it.

Beyond Pro-Life: A Pro-Love Movement Cont. 

Our friends at Microsoft hosted a baby shower in October for 
The Perry Center Baby Boutique

Thrivent Financial nominated Nate 
and The Perry Center as NDSU 

Homecoming’s Home Town Hero Award

Kristen Larson is welcoming a baby! Gabie 
Wetter is taking over Kristen’s position as 

our new Program Manager!


