
Merry Christmas Perry Center Friend!

What a joy-filled year that The Perry Center has experienced! I am sure that phrase came across as unexpected 
and almost a bit foreign considering the current social climate that we have been experiencing, but it remains 
true. This year has been filled with much celebration, excitement, and anticipation. God has brought 11 expecting 
mothers into our home, 8 babies into The Perry Center family, 194 families that have needed support, 57 
expecting mothers needing support outside of a maternity home, 4 abortion-minded women counseled into 
making life-affirming decisions for their baby, and 23 excited kids ready to play and learn about Jesus at our 
Tender Hearts Daycare program. As you can see, God is doing incredible things on the corner of 7th Avenue 
and 45th Street in West Fargo!

Friends, this Christmas season, The Perry Center is 12% away from being fully funded for 2021. With the 
end of the year looming, the potential for The Perry Center to start the new year financially behind is at 
risk. We are asking for you to invest in the Kingdom Work that is happening here! Share this newsletter with 
your family, friends, co-workers, small group, and church to help us raise the remaining $58,385 to be fully 
funded. $58,385 is a large sum of money, but the impact that has on our ministry is larger. Every dollar is 
accounted for when it comes to keeping The Perry Center operating, it keeps healthy meals on the dinner 
table, life-affirming education materials and classes available, mentoring, counseling, a safe place to sleep, and 
encouragement for women to be the best moms that God has called them to be.

Additionally, we ask that you pray for the upcoming year and your role as a financial partner with The Perry 
Center. God has laid before The Perry Center exciting opportunities, one being the expansion of Tender 
Hearts Daycare. With daycares closing at an unprecedented rate and the need for childcare for our residents 
and community continuing to grow, The Perry Center will be stepping into that gap by moving forward with the 
expansion of that portion of our ministry. With the expansion, comes a need for additional financial support. 
As 2022 approaches, I encourage you to pray about what above and beyond giving looks like for you and your 
family. In addition to our normal operating expenses, we will be challenging you, businesses, and churches to 
stretch and step into the Above and Beyond Campaign with The Perry Center.

As you prayerfully consider your year-end Christmas giving, please consider impacting a generation by 
investing in the lives of the women and children we serve. Merry Christmas to you and I pray that 
you experience a blessed and healthy 2022!

In HIS Service,

Nathaniel Douglas, Executive Director

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway         West Fargo, ND 58078 701.241.9289 www.perrycenter.org

Check out Page 3 for more information on the Tender Hearts Expansion!



A loving home for the expectant mother who is seeking to 
transform her life and herself into who she is called to be, 
in the midst and uncertainty of an unexpected pregnancy.
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What’s Inside

Hebrews 10:24-25
“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and 
good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 
doing, but encouraging one another - and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching.”

We, at The Perry Center, rely on the partnership of other believers to bring 
transformation to the women we serve. Here is a beautiful story of one 
woman’s encounter with community and how others’ love and care for her 
has led her closer to Jesus. 

When Layla* arrived at The Perry Center she showed little to no interest 
in growing her faith.  Within the first week of her joining our program, we 
had two women from a local church come and share their stories with 
the residents at The Perry Center.  The women shared about their past 
struggles and how God had shown up and brought redemption to them.  
The next morning, Layla came to me and excitedly began to tell me how 
she loved hearing their stories.  She felt she really connected to one of the 
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Community
By Rachel Antoine, Program Manager
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 one of the women. I was so happy to 
be able to tell Layla that I had already 
asked that specific woman to be her 
mentor mom.  Layla was elated. 

Soon after Layla and her mentor mom 
were able to get together, Layla came 
and shared a Bible study they were 
going through.  She was reading her 
Bible daily, answering questions about 
the text and how it related to her 
personal life, and excited to share what 
she was learning with everyone.  Her 
weekly discipleship at The Perry Center 
was raising new questions with her 
as well.  She looked forward to those 
meetings each week, coming with new 
openness to the gospel.

Not much later, Layla’s mentor mom 

invited her to her church.  Layla shared 
how welcomed she felt with this group 
of believers. She continued to tell others 
how cared for she felt there and wanted 
her entire family to be able to go with her. 
She also continued to grow close to the 
staff at The Perry Center, reaching out to 
us as she needed to talk through situations 
in her life. She shared how she was used to 
having people around who would only offer 
help with strings attached—but now it was 
different.

In addition, Layla was so grateful to each way 
others were helping prepare her for baby 
arriving.  She regularly thanked staff and 
volunteers for teaching classes on topics.  
When her mentor mom and church had a 
baby shower for her, she felt overwhelmed 
with love. As her needs were taken care of, 
she felt cared for by the new community 
that embraced her.

It was so encouraging to watch God 
surround Layla with people who were 
showing her genuine love and see her 
respond with open arms. When she first 
entered The Perry Center, she felt neutral 
about her faith. Now she is so full of passion 
and excitement for God it overflows from 
her.  She knows it is due to those who have 
come along side of her and helped draw 
her closer to God. We are thankful for that 
community and that partnership which 
makes this beautiful growth possible.
                             *Name changed for privacy
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“…Knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 
and perseverance, character; and character, hope. 
Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been poured out in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit who was given to us.” Romans 5:3-5
 
As I sit here and write this article, I am overwhelmed 
by the love of God that has been poured into 
my heart! I am encouraged to keep trusting and 
working because God has proved Himself faithful 
over and over again. The very end of this verse is 
ringing true in my heart: “hope does not disappoint 
because the love of God has been poured out in 
our hearts…”. I have been given hope that our God 
never stops working, but that He uses our everyday 
circumstances to teach us His truth and His word. 
Here is a glimpse of my time learning through 
circumstances:
 
Tender Hearts, like many businesses in our 
community, experienced being short-staffed 
over the summer and fall. And that in itself was 
a tribulation because we were stretched beyond 
what we thought we could handle. Our current 
staff stepped up in big ways, pouring their hearts 
and time into the kids that we serve, knowing 
that our ministry is more than just a job, but an 
investment. Over the summer, this tribulation 
worked perseverance into my heart. As I worked in 
the classroom for most of the week and didn’t have 
ample time for administrative duties, I was sure that 
relief would come soon, trusting that God would 

bring us the right person to invest their time and 
work into our ministry. I persevered through the 
summer and fall came around and my prayer 
seemingly went unanswered. My perseverance 
soon changed into character.
 
With school starting in the fall, some of my 
amazing team headed back to school, stretching 
us a little bit more to find teachers for Tender 
Hearts. The Lord gave us a temporary solution 
to hire Mr. Nate, the Executive Director of The 
Perry Center. This built character into all of us, 
knowing that our staff team would be working 
very closely with one another and changing their 
schedules, becoming slightly, and not so slightly 
uncomfortable so that Tender Hearts could 
function as it always has. It built character in me, 
as I realized that not only were the staff invested 
in Tender Hearts but the leadership was willing to 
step away from their assigned work at The Perry 
Center to work and play with kids whenever they 
were needed! By their example, I have been 
encouraged that I can work in any situation that 
the Lord brings me to.
 
Now for my favorite part, where the character 
changes into hope! Over the past few weeks, we 
have been able to hire two more staff members, 
just as we have been trusting and praying for all 
summer long!!!!! (I’m sitting here doing a happy 
dance in my heart.) Our God is so faithful! Not 
only are we now fully staffed for the first time 

in five months, but as a bonus blessing, our 
enrollments are also full! We are now serving 
18 kids with a group of six staff members who 
love Jesus and want to share His love with all 
our families!
 
I would not change any of our circumstances 
from this past summer and fall at all! Sure, it 
was challenging in the everyday moments but 
I believe that if God were to answer my hopes 
and prayers in my timing, I would have never 
truly learned what this verse means to have the 
love of God poured into my heart.

Hope Doesn’t Disappoint
By Gabriela Wetter, Tender Hearts Program Manager

COMING SOON: TENDER HEARTS EXPANSION PROJECT!
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Developing a Desire For the Word of God
By Teresa Larry, House Parent

Psalm 119:18 
“Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law”.

The Word of God is so powerful, working its purpose in our hearts, 
it makes us wise, it gives us understanding, life, joy, and guidance. 
It gives us strength when we are weak, and comfort when we 
are discouraged. It brings us peace, 
freedom and salvation, and promises 
great rewards.

My first discipleship meeting with 
Nicole* was a little challenging. She 
believed in God, but she was not very 
interested in having a relationship with 
Him, and she did not believe some of 
the teachings in the Bible such as, 
people going to heaven or hell when 
they die. For the first two weeks when 
we would meet, she would seem very uninterested in what was 
being discussed, she would not answer or ask questions, she would 
sometimes fold her arms and sigh, and stare out the window.  

On week three, something about Nicole had changed. When 
I arrived at The Perry Center, she met me at the door with a 

One thing I always remember, 
even though someone seems 

uninterested in learning about 
the Word of God, we can still 

plant seeds...

notebook. She said she needed to talk to me; she had some 
questions she needed answers to in the Bible. I told her I would 
love to talk to her about her questions (this was two days before 
our scheduled meeting day); I met with Nicole and she told 
me she had found a devotional book at Barnes & Nobles and 
how she had started reading it at night before bed and in the 
mornings. When we met that same week for our initial meeting 

time, she would talk about what she had 
been reading about in her devotional 
book and scriptures she had found in the 
Bible and then we would discuss what I 
had planned for that day.

Nicole was no longer folding her arms 
and sighing during our meeting. She 
had lots of questions and answered 
questions when asked of her. She also 
wanted copies of my notes so she could 
have them for herself. One thing I always 

remember, even though when someone seems uninterested in 
learning about the Word of God, we can still plant seeds in 
their lives by sharing the Word of God with them. One day, 
that seed will grow if it continues to be watered. Nicole loves to 
read the Bible and has come to understand it quite well.
            *Name changed to protect the individual.
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