
Dear Perry Center Friends,

I believe it is safe to say that summer is officially upon us!  Our ministry often talks about freedom in our newsletters, with residents 
of the maternity home, and with children of our childcare program.  The message may be the same, but the good news and reminders 
that it brings never gets old.  I have been blessed to witness the chains of addiction, the pressures of this world, fear and anxiety 
shatter with some of the women, children, and families we serve.  As believers, we get to celebrate Christ’s victory over sin, death, 
and the devil so that we freely live in the comfort and joy of His grace and mercy. 

We have seen tremendous growth throughout all facets of our ministry.  Our childcare program, Tender Hearts, has been operating 
at full capacity with a waiting list of potential students.  Our maternity home has been working with motivated women that desire 
a change in their lives and are learning to be the best mom they can be.  Your financial support has allowed our ministry to be in a 
healthier position going into the summer compared to previous years.  There is much to celebrate!  Thank you!  Our mission would 
not be possible without Jesus and YOU!

As this exciting growth is occurring, our needs become more evident.  In order for our programs to intertwine more effectively, we 
are exploring ways that our childcare program could expand.  A potential expansion would not only increase the amount of families 
and children we can serve in our community, but would also be a way to bless our residents from the maternity home.  A license 
and space expansion would allow the maternity home to have exclusive spots dedicated for their children provided by potential 
scholarships.  In return, I believe we will see greater success stories, long-term support, and a Christ-centered environment for the 
women and children we serve.  God has blessed us with the layout of the condominium that the current program occupies and with 
the opportunity to expand into the one next door.  All of this is exciting; however, something of this magnitude requires additional 
and faithful financial support.  We are very close on paying off the existing mortgage of Tender Hearts with a current balance of 
$17,347.49.  Our ministry goal is to have this mortgage paid off by the end of 2019 so that these exciting plans can begin to move 
forward.

Please prayerfully consider how you can impact a generation by supporting The Perry Center.  As always, we are 
beyond grateful for your constant prayers over our ministry and the people we serve as well as your support.  Have 
a blessed summer!

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Email:

Please contact me about a long term giving plan.
Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.

I am a Thrivent member!

One Time Gift:

Monthly Gift:

Preferred Giving Method

Cash Check Credit Card

Card Number:
Exp: CVV:/
Signature:

$
$

“So if the son sets you free, 
you will be free indeed.”  -John 8:36

*Please make all checks payable to The Perry Center. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway         West Fargo, ND 58078 701.241.9289 www.perrycenter.org

In HIS Service,
Nathaniel Douglas
Nathaniel Douglas
Executive Director



Why I Volunteer
By Chelsey Coffey

 When I was a teenager, I was a party girl. I suffered 
from depression, so I tried to mask that feeling with alcohol and 
unhealthy relationships. At the age of twenty, I found myself 
facing an unplanned pregnancy and quickly discovered that I 
would be raising my baby as a single mother. I felt vulnerable, 
and completely scared and alone. Thankfully, I had the support 
of my amazing family and friends who were willing to help. After 
my son was born, I stopped partying and realized I needed to start 
living a better life, if not for myself but for him. I was invited to a 
church, where I gave my life to Jesus, was baptized, and became 
a part of a wonderful loving church community. A while later, 
that is where I met my husband, who was going to school for 
ministry. The day we got married, he adopted my son.  He had 
two sons from a previous marriage, and together we became a 
blended family. Our story was just beginning. A year after we 
got married, we moved to Fargo to plant Story Church. It is an 
incredibly humbling journey and testimony to God’s grace to 
go from a party girl, to single mom, to a pastor’s wife. A little 
while later, our women’s Life Group at church was looking for a 
place to volunteer, and I had seen information about The Perry 
Center...                   
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www.perrycenter.org

QUARTERLY



Why I Volunteer - Continued from page 1

 ...I know that not everyone has local support when they are facing an unplanned 
pregnancy, like I did. That is why I am so thankful for a ministry like The Perry 
Center in our community. Although it was almost 10 years ago when I faced my 
unplanned pregnancy, I still remember how terrified I felt. 

 After almost a year of serving a meal, once per month to the women 
at The Perry Center with my Life Group at church, I felt God tugging on my 
heart that I needed to do more. Seeing everything going on around our nation 
with the topic of abortion, my heart was completely broken. I had no idea how I 
could help protect the unborn in a loving, non-judgmental way, a way that Christ 
demonstrated for us. God reminded me of the answer: take care of the moms. 

I quickly contacted The Perry Center and asked how I could help more 
and signed up to be a mentor mom. 
 
 The Perry Center’s mission is so incredibly important. They 
provide a safe place for the moms facing an unplanned pregnancy and 
help support them when they feel like their choices are limited. They 
help point the women to Jesus and encourage them to be a part of a 
church community who can wrap their arms around them for the rest 
of their lives. My story was filled with pain, but God can use that pain 
for purpose. That is why I am willing to give back and volunteer my time, 
talents, and experience to make a difference in someone else’s life.  

Would you consider being a volunteer? There are many ways to volunteer 
at The Perry Center. To find out more about volunteer opportunities, please 
visit our website. www.perrycenter.org/volunteer

09.23.2019Fall Fundraising Ev
ent

featuring

Evie West: A Rebranding Story
Join us for this free event at 

The Hilton Garden Inn in Fargo, ND

Table Hosting Opportunities available
Reserve your spot today at eventbrite.com
Search: The Perry Center Fall Fundraiser

Save The Date

WISH LIST
P E R R Y    C E N T E R
paper towels
gift cards for groceries
new car seats
stroller

T E N D E R   H E A R T S
bubble machine
stamp pads
pom-poms
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Tender Hearts Is Growing!

Come join our fun! New opportunities available!

The mission of Tender Hearts is to provide a safe, loving, 
Christ-centered environment with an emphasis on nurturing 
kids and developing a life-long relationship with Jesus.

W E   A R E  H I R I N G !
Do you have a heart for God and want to serve? Can 
you read Bible stories in a sing-song voice, spoon feed 
lasagna to two or three babies at a time, love to snuggle, 
and don’t mind being a human jungle gym? Then we’re 
looking for YOU! Come be part of an amazing ministry 
where you get to see God’s hand at work in the lives of 
children and their families. At our core, we are all about 
ministry. Many of our activities, conversations, and 
teaching moments are focused on the truths found in 
God’s Word.  We consider it a joy and privilege to plant 
some of the first seeds of faith in the lives of young 
children in partnership with their families. 

If you would like to be part of this tight knit staff 
community of like-minded Christ followers, who 
serve each other day in and day out, please contact 
Kristen Larson at tenderhearts@perrycenter.org or 
701.373.7840. There are full and part-time positions 
available!

N O W   T A K I N G    N E W   F A M I L I E S!
Tender Hearts is a licensed early childhood program 
serving 18 children in three developmentally appropriate 
classrooms. Tender Hearts believes that children learn 
best by digging in, and the proof of their learning will be 
on their hands, arms, feet, clothing, in their hearts and in 
their minds. Here, play is recognized and honored as the 
foundation of all learning.

Our staff members are background checked, certified in 
First Aid and CPR, and complete training upon hire and 
annually thereafter. All staff members are involved in a 
local church community and have a personal relationship 
with Christ. It truly is a ministry, not just a “job”! We are 
open weekdays from 7:30 a.m. through 5:30 p.m.

If you are looking for something different, please 
connect with us! We’d love to show you around! To 
inquire about tuition and age-specific openings, please 
contact Kristen at tenderhearts@perrycenter.org or 
701.373.7840.

What people are saying
“Words can’t express how grateful we are for each and every one 
of you! Tender Hearts is exactly the environment we wanted our 
kids to be in.  We have seen your hard work and dedication and 
appreciate it so much.  Your job is to care for our children and 
nurture their relationship with Jesus and you do it very well.  We 
have been blessed by Tender Hearts in so many ways and you will 
be greatly missed.  Thank you for loving our children so well!  You 
are like family to us.”  -Tender Hearts Family

“There aren’t enough words of gratitude to express how thankful I 
am for the ways you have cared for, 
led, and modeled Christ to my girls 
these past several years.  God bless 
this team and this ministry – each of 
the teachers have truly blessed us.”   
-Tender Hearts Family



a broken environment, it has been easy for her to believe these 
lies all of her life. Getting to share the truth about who she is in 
Christ has been such an honor. Every week we’re diving deeper 
into God’s Word and into discovering more about His love. 

She has an interest to learn, but her 
heart is still hardened to accepting 
it. I trust that God is working in each 
discipleship meeting, peeling back the 
wall she has put up. I have no doubt 
He brought her to The Perry Center 
to experience His love not only in 
discipleship, but in her interactions 
with each of the staff and volunteers 
that care for the women. Please pray 

for the women who stay with us, that God will transform their 
hearts to know a love that never wavers, never fades, and always 
pursues. A love they will not only desire for themselves, but for 
their child as well.

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway
West Fargo, ND 58078

F O L L O W   U S!

A Desire To Be Loved
By Tracy Ortman, House Parent

Since working at The Perry Center, it has been a joy 
getting to know each of the women, specifically during 
discipleship. Every week, I have the privilege of meeting 
one-on-one with each woman to talk about God and open 
up the Bible together. Some women come to The Perry 
Center eager to continue growing 
in their walk, while others have no 
prior  faith background. Some come 
in believing in false gods and other’s 
participate in spiritual practices that 
align with their culture. With all of the 
differences, I continue to find one 
commonality; a desire to be loved.
Within the first week of a woman’s 
arrival, I sit down and share the Gospel with them, as 
well as listen to their story and hear about their spiritual 
background. I recently met with a resident who shared 
that her mom has continually told her she is a mistake, 
and that she should have never been born. Growing up in 

With all of the 
differences, I continue to 
find one commonality; 

a desire to be loved.


