
Dear Perry Center Friend,

Spring 2020 has been filled with uncertainty, isolation and fear because of COVID-19.  I received several phone calls and emails from 
many of you asking how this pandemic was affecting our ministry.  The Perry Center has experienced an increase in calls, especially 
from state and county jails. They are bursting at the seams and are inquiring about relocating incarcerated expecting mothers to 
our ministry.  This has been a tremendous opportunity and incredible connection to serve expecting mothers and prepare them for 
motherhood.

As we see these exciting opportunities unfold for The Perry Center, I ask that first and foremost, you would pray for our ministry 
during this time.  Pray for our staff that God would pour the Fruits of the Spirit over us and we would have the boldness to minister the 
love of Jesus Christ to the people we serve and encounter every day.  Pray for the safety and health of our residents and their children 
and that God would put a protective bubble over this ministry to keep illness away.  With the increase in inquiries and residents, we 
need you more than ever!  The spring newsletter is often a call to action to prepare for the financially slow summer months, but with 
this newsletter, we are asking that you support many repairs and projects on our campus.  Many years have gone by with the lack 
of financial support to go above our normal operating expenses so we can complete necessary repairs and updates throughout our 
facilities, especially from heavy use from the many people we serve.  Carpet has had to be replaced, bedroom walls repaired and 
painted, furniture replaced, the kitchen cabinets and counters have been peeling and breaking, insulation needs to be added, and we 
have been receiving quotes to replace daycare windows and roof.  Many of these necessary repairs will total over $52,537.27, which 
is above and beyond our necessary operating budget.  I ask that you consider impacting our ministry in a way that shows value to the 
women and children we serve, as well as to the staff that wake up everyday ready to do life-on-life ministry with them. 

Historically, in times of pandemic and financial uncertainty, it is easy to forget the ministries and organizations that count on you.  We 
are thankful for each one of you and your zeal for protecting the unborn and helping write a success story for the women and children 
we serve, and we ask that you would prayerfully consider how you can impact a generation and The Perry Center.  We could not do 
this work without God and YOU!

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:

Email:
Please contact me about a long term giving plan.
Please contact me about volunteer opportunities.
I am a Thrivent member!

One Time Gift:

Monthly Gift:

Preferred Giving Method

Cash Check Credit Card

Card Number:
Exp: CVV:/
Signature:

$
$

“Give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, running over, will 

be put into your lap. For with the measure you use it 
will be measured back to you.” - LUKE 6:38

*Please make all checks payable to The Perry Center. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway         West Fargo, ND 58078 701.241.9289 www.perrycenter.org

In HIS Service,

Nathaniel Douglas
Executive Director

Phone Number:



By Rachel Antoine, Program Manager, Perry Center

Let me introduce myself.  I am Rachel Antoine, the new program 
manager at The Perry Center, and I am passionate about 
empowering women.  Over the years, I have heard stories after 
stories of how The Perry Center has impacted women.  Now, I 
am seeing first-hand how women’s lives are being transformed 
by the program.
 
In the short time I have been here, I have been able to witness 
several women learn a variety of skills for becoming amazing 
mothers.  While they each meet with Madison, our nurse on staff, 
they have been able to hear how a healthy diet can positively 
impact the development of their babies and themselves.  Many 
of the residents have made personal goals to improve their eating 
habits.  In addition, the residents have gotten to put into practice 
what they are learning by planning and preparing meals with staff 
so that they can continue to do that when they’re parenting in 
the future.
 
I feel one of the most important areas I have seen residents learn 
about while at The Perry Center is parenting skills.  As the women 
have heard and discussed helpful and healthy parenting methods, 
they have been able to ask questions and make plans to parent in 
a positive way.  Since I have been here, several of the residents 
who already have children, have been able to safely spend time 
with their children while at The Perry Center.  
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Each mother was able to parent their children, while having staff close by to reassure 
their parenting, give feedback, and build confidence in them.

Another way I have watched women’s lives impacted is through mentor moms.  A mentor 
mom is a volunteer from the community who gets connected with a resident and spends 
time with her each week building a long-term relationship.  This can include cooking 
together, going on walks, or simply talking together.  Recently, one resident came back 
from spending time with her mentor mom and was beaming.  She was excited to tell me 

all about her time, but what was especially meaningful to her 
was when she opened up to her mentor mom about abuse that 
had happened in her past.  She had been struggling with why 
God allowed this painful event to occur in her life.  Her mentor 
mom responded saying she would not give up praying until she 
had an answer as to why this abuse happened.  This thoughtful 
comment meant so much to the resident.  She seemed so 
touched that she had someone to walk through her questioning 
and seeking, someone who would stand by her in this time of 
life.
 
Watching God transform these women as they are preparing for motherhood is such 
an honor.  I am continually blown away, knowing I am able to have a position where I 
see God at work daily, and have the freedom to spiritually encourage clients and staff.  
Thank you for your part in this ministry, making it possible for women to be empowered 
and prepared mothers.  

WISH LIST
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Because of Giving Hearts Day
By Ciarra Beckstrand, Development Coordinator

Witnessing God at Work continued...

We are so thankful for the extraordinary generosity of 
our supporters. We set out on Giving Hearts Day with a 
$40,000 goal and you helped us exceed that amount in 
huge ways for a total of $62,573! Thank you for choosing 
to impact our ministry in this way. 

Because of your generosity, we have been able to dream a 
little bigger, and begin to do some much needed updates 
on our buildings as Nate states in his letter. We have been 
able to see some really sweet things blossom from this that 
impact our residents lives in what seems like small ways to 
us, but are actually HUGE ways to them.

A resident’s new room was unveiled to her after it was complete. 
Her reaction is what we want every resident to feel upon her 
walking through our doors. She said, “Wow! This is absolutely 
beautiful. I feel like I am valued as a person and as a mom, and 
not just put into a shelter room. I feel like I can call this home. 
I have my own space where I can relax and be with my baby.” 
When I heard this response, I wanted to cry, because the fruits 
of your love of this place is truly  making a difference in these 
women’s lives.

Your gifts, whether they are monetary, time, or answering a 
need request, are changing lives. Your gifts are showing moms 
and babies what love looks like. Your gifts are giving a home. 
You are showing God’s goodness and how He provides for their 
needs physically, emotionally, and spiritually through The Perry 
Center and the staff here. Thank you for choosing this ministry, 
and impacting a generation of moms to change their lives for 
her and her child. 

P E R R Y    C E N T E R
Baby Wipes
Size 5 & 6 Diapers
Hand Sanitizer

T E N D E R   H E A R T S
Paper Towels
Dishwasher Detergent
Laundry Detergent
Kleenex Boxes
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Mission Field

Matthew 28:19-20
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” Amen.
 
When we think of the great commission we oftentimes think of 
missionaries, answering the call to go overseas to preach Jesus 
in places where people have never heard His gospel before. 
But this command isn’t just applied to those who are called 
to overseas, it applies to all of us and can be put into practice 
the minute we step outside of our doors into our own mission 
field: at work, school, and as we go about everyday life.
 
The staff at Tender Hearts take this call to heart and we seek 
to apply it each and every day, in our very own mission field 
of 18 children, ranging from 6 weeks - 5 years old! Here are 
some ways that we apply this great commission of our Lord: 
“Make Disciples”

Disciples are made, they are not spontaneously created at 
conversion, they are the product of a process involving other 
believers. As early childhood professionals say, the birth to five 
years are a critical time of brain development, where children 
will be impacted for the rest of their lives! We only have 1,825 
days with the children we serve before they graduate our 
program and head to kindergarten. In this most critical time, 
it is the perfect opportunity to share the love and care of our 
Savior! It will impact them for the rest of their lives: the seeds 
of the gospel that we plant now will be watered later and then 
grow and bear fruit in the future. We teach Bible stories and 
we practice the Fruit of the Spirit; but most importantly for 
the children: we display Jesus in our lives! When I watch our 
staff work with children, I can see the graciousness and mercy 
of Jesus being implemented through our teachers’ actions: 
helping owwies feel better with a warm hug, or gently directing 
children to be kind and tender hearted to one another, 
forgiving one another! They genuinely love the kids with the 
love of Jesus and you can hear it in their voices and see it in 
their work. They are making disciples!
 
 

Fun fact: combined our teachers have been 
walking with Jesus for 80+ years!!

 
“Teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you.” Disciples are made through teaching. This teaching 
is not with words only, but with the power of the always-
present Jesus.

At Tender Hearts, we believe that teaching and taking care of 
kids in our own strength and works is awesome and makes us 
well-accomplished individuals; but when we invite Jesus to be 
a part of our day, and rely on Him, we go above and beyond! 
He gives us strength and joy in the difficult moments, He 
gives us peace and assurance in the busy moments, and He 
gives us love in every moment! Children are little imitators, 
they will respond to situations the same way that their parents 
or teachers do. As we work to display Christ, even in the 
crazy, fun, and hard times, the children have the opportunity 
to learn Him by watching and imitating us. Ephesians 5:1-2a 
- Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk 
in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us.
 
 God has given each of us a call to share His gospel, whether 
we are ministering to 18 or 18,000, we must do the work of 
our Lord! Where is your mission field?
 

By Gabriela Wetter, Program Manager, Tender Hearts
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He Is Enough
By Tracy Ortman, House Parent

God knows our deepest 
needs and provides the 

remedy in Jesus.

I was recently listening to a sermon where the pastor asked, 
“What if God stopped answering your prayers? What if He 
never gave you another spiritual blessing on earth?” As I paused 
to think and examine my own heart, I thought of the story of 
the Israelites. They were once slaves in Egypt, but God came 
and set them free. He was leading them into a beautiful land, 
that He had promised to the generations 
before them. Yet when things started to 
get hard, or God didn’t come through as 
they hoped, they questioned Him and His 
goodness. They even considered going 
back to their old way of life, thinking 
that would be better than their current 
hardships. What often surprises me when 
I read about them is how close God stayed 
to them. He never left their side and 
continued to guide them through their entire journey. 

Not too long ago, I had a resident ask me, “Why did God allow 
me to suffer for so long? Why didn’t He answer my prayers?”

We are no different than the Israelites. We want answers from God 
and pray He provides what we think is best. We often don’t realize 
that God wants much more for us. Romans 8:1 says, “Therefore, 
there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free 
from sin and death.” God knows our deepest needs and provides the 

remedy in Jesus. I don’t have answers to 
all of the whys, but I’m thankful that I can 
direct the women to the One who will set 
them free. When we look at the Gospel 
message, we are able to see that Jesus 
has already done everything we could 
have asked for. He died so that there is 
no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ. Each of the women carry with 
them burdens and broken pasts, but I love 

telling them that their suffering is temporary, that there is a Savior 
who died so that one day we can live with Him forever. I want the 
women to know how radically loved and desired they are.

Those who gave in Loving Memory:
Donna Wasfaret - Olga
David Savig - Marion Saunders
Stacy Schwab - Kelly Breidenbach
Al & Barb Martin - Marlyn & Elizabeth Hillesbrand
Betsy Armour - Gloria Ruud
Many gifts given in loving memory of Lincoln Nygren

Those who gave in Celebration of:
Joan Lee - Her 7 children


