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Method of Payment:

        Cash     Check     Visa     MasterCard     Discover

    Credit Card #:_________________________________________

    Exp. Date:_______________  Security CVC Code:____________

    Signature:____________________________________________

Please make all checks payable to the Perry Center. Your 
donation is tax deductible.  Thank you for your support!

 One Time Gift:   $______________________________

 Monthly Gift:     $______________________________

“And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches 
in Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 4:19

 Please contact me about volunteering at the Perry Center.
 Please contact me about a long term giving plan.

Address:

Name:

City: State: Zip:

Phone:

Email:

 Are you a Thrivent member?

Dear Perry Center Friends,

I’m convinced that every February, my children come to me asking if spring is on its way.  Every phone call ends 
with “hopefully spring will show up.”  I’m not a mind reader, but even when I drive by someone scraping snow 
and ice off their vehicle, I know they are asking themselves, “is it going to start warming up?”

If you ever have the opportunity to look up the definition of our seasons, Wikipedia will tell you that spring is 
all about the idea of rebirth, rejuvenation, renewal, and resurrection.  Isn’t that interesting?  As followers 
of Jesus, we anticipate that same exact thing!  Daily we are renewed and rejuvenated through God’s grace and 
mercy revealed to us in His Word.  We also anticipate the rebirth and resurrection power that we will receive when either our 
Lord and Savior calls us home or we witness the second coming.

This spring has been a busy and exciting time for the Perry Center.  Beds and rooms are filling up with expecting mothers 
who are motivated and have a desire for transformation.  We have witnessed hearts softening, lives turning to Jesus, addic-
tion chains breaking, and women completing the Perry Center Program equipped in being the best moms they can be.  
The Perry Center is not a revolving door; the women we serve are invested and often stay six to nine months after baby.  They 
see our program as an important resource and a consistent place amongst the inconsistencies of the world they come from.

As we see these exciting changes unfold for the Perry Center residents, I ask that first and foremost you would pray for 
our ministry.  Pray for our staff that God would give us wisdom, endurance, compassion, and boldness to minister the love of 
Jesus Christ to the people we encounter every day.  Pray that God would not only guard and protect this ministry, but that He 
would guard and protect our residents and that they would continue to draw near to Him and His love for them.  Second, we 
ask that you prayerfully consider how God could use you to financially support the Perry Center.  We are nearing a histori-
cally slow financial season that typically sets the Perry Center back until late summer/early fall.  We are trying to get ahead of 
this slower time by building a healthy operating reserve, all while trying to pay off the remaining Condo #3 mortgage of 
$18,447.49.  This condo is where our Tender Hearts Daycare Program resides and with a mortgage-free program, we will be 
able to grow and connect the ministries in a way that hasn’t been done before.  We are praying that an exciting formal plan will 
be revealed by the end of 2019, and I believe that the mortgage will be paid off this year.

We are so thankful for each and every one of you and your zeal for protecting the unborn and helping write a success 
story for the women and children we serve.  Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly!

In HIS Service,
Nathaniel Douglas
Executive Director

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. The one 
who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever 

lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?’” 
     - John 11:25-26Happy Easter!
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“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a 
new creation. The old has gone; the new 
has come.”

Fifteen years ago, at the age of 10, a 
resident tried drugs for the first time. 
Growing up around drugs her entire life it 
seemed natural, almost comforting. She 
associated drugs with family, home and 
feeling safe. Her mother told her that 
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if she could find drugs on her own, she 
could continue to use them.

Her journey is one many of us can only 
picture from scenes we’ve seen in mov-
ies - a life of drugs, running from the 
cops, going in and out of prison, lustful 
sex, and broken relationships with fami-
ly. At various points during this time she 
debated ending her own life, realizing 

that no amount of drugs would ever 
be enough. She would never feel com-
plete.

While the world wanted to consume her 
with its temporary pleasures, God fought 
for her heart. In spite of all these reali-
ties that have played out in her life, God 
has been stirring something in her. In a 

continued on page 3...

By Houseparent Tracy Ortman
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...a loving home for expectant mothers

A New Creation



This is an exciting year for Tender 
Hearts Daycare and the Perry Center! 
When we opened our doors in 2013, we 
knew there was a gaping hole that Ten-
der Hearts Daycare could fill in our min-
istry. We enrolled a few babies and had 
some of the women volunteering and 
working at Tender Hearts. We built re-
lationships that lasted long after these 
women transitioned into independent 
living.

Childcare is expensive for families, es-
pecially those who are solo parenting. 
Childcare assistance, although incred-
ibly helpful long-term, was tricky to ini-
tiate, as you needed a job before you 
could get assistance, and you needed 
childcare before you could interview for 
jobs. We were a small non-profit program 
and needed to stay full in order to be fi-
nancially stable.

In the meantime, our staff at Tender 
Hearts was laser-focused on building 
a quality early childhood program. We 
didn’t want to maintain the minimum 
standards, but we wanted to be counted 
among the best of the best in our com-
munity. We wanted our toys, materials, 
and interactions to be reflective of early 
childhood best practices, and we needed 
our staff to honor play-based learning. 
We desired to truly be Christ-centered 
in all we did. We joined Bright & Early 
North Dakota, completed classroom ob-
servations, homework assignments, and 
many hours of early childhood training. 
We wanted to set the stage for long-
term success here at the Perry Center. 

Children have 1,825 
days from the day 
they are born until 
they enter kinder-
garten. By age five, a 
child’s brain is 90% 
developed and the 
experiences children 
have during this peri-
od matter. Research 
shows that children 
who have access 
to high quality pro-
grams, such as Ten-
der Hearts, do bet-
ter in school, make 
healthier choices, 
and are more likely 
to graduate and find employment! 

We know this to be even more true in 
children who live in poverty or who have 
experienced abuse, divorce, substance 
abuse, or an incarcerated family mem-
ber. That’s why it was crucial for Tender 
Hearts to build a high quality program 
that would enhance the program at the 
Perry Center.

Our vision for the future of Tender 
Hearts is to strengthen our partner-
ship with the Perry Center and explore 
opportunities to come alongside our 
residents to set them up for success. 
We’ve been talking a lot about what that 
looks like... childcare scholarships, a 
handful of infant spots held specifically 
for babies from the Perry Center, one-
on-one coaching and support during the 
childcare search process, more volun-
teer and employment opportunities, and 
other creative ways to break down barri-
ers for these women. We can’t wait to 
move forward with some of these ideas 
this year!

Imagine a young Perry Center mom giv-
ing birth to a baby girl. She lands a min-
imum wage job at the food court in the 
mall. She finds a childcare provider who 
accepts assistance, even though the pro-
gram isn’t high quality. She doesn’t have 
a car, but uses the bus stop right outside 

Tender Hearts Daycare’s Relationship with the Perry Center
By Kristen Larson

the Perry Center. Every day, she bundles 
up her 2-month-old baby in frigid temps 
and waits outside for the bus. She rides 
to her daughter’s daycare, drops her off, 
and walks the remaining four blocks to 
her job. She finishes her shift and does 
the whole thing backwards... by the time 
she is back at the Perry Center, she is 
exhausted - physically and emotionally.

Now imagine this: The young woman 
wraps a blanket around her two-month-
old and walks out the Perry Center’s 
back door - within a few steps she has 
arrived at Tender Hearts. She hands off 
her baby to a caring staff member who 
understands her role in serving through 
the Perry Center’s mission. The young 
woman walks through our building to 
wait at the bus stop. The bus brings her 
directly to her job. She is able to give 
100% at work and slowly works her way 
up to assistant manager. She has been 
able to save for a deposit for an apart-
ment because of a small childcare schol-
arship from Tender Hearts. Her baby is 
growing in a Christ-centered environ-
ment, and the caregiver shares ideas for 
the young woman to use at home. She 
meets her goals at the Perry Center and 
is ready to move in to her own place! 
Even after she’s in her new apartment, 
she continues to bring her daughter to 
Tender Hearts. She’s on her way to a 
bright future!



few weeks she will hit her one year mark of sobriety. She has a healthy 
baby girl and plans for a beautiful future.

Most importantly, she knows her worth is no longer in the things of 
this world; the things that have held her captive for most of her life. 
She is finding her worth in Christ alone. He is changing her from the 
inside out. 

Talking with her today, it’s hard to believe she’s lived the life she has. 
God has freed her, changing her status from a sinner enslaved to a child 
redeemed! Her life is evidence of 2 Corinthians 5:17, “Therefore, if any-
one is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has gone; the new has come.”

She’s one of many who have walked into the Perry Center. It’s hard to 
imagine where they would be or what they would be doing had they not 
come here. I’m thankful we don’t have to wonder. I’m thankful that God 
brought each one of them here, where He’s meeting and transform-
ing them into radiant new creations.

A New Creation
continued from page 1...

Our 2019 Finances 
(Jan. 1 - March 25):

First Quarter Budgeted Needs: $68,291

First Quarter Actual Revenue: $63,686

-$4,605
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Perry Center Wish List:
  - New infant car seats
  - New diaper bags
  - Diapers (size NB-1)
  - New twin mattress and box spring
  - Paper towels

Daycare Wish List:
  - Large stamp pads (all colors)
  - Paper towels
  - Plastic zip bags (all sizes)
  - Sign language cards:
https://www.nationalautismresources.com/
lets-learn-sign-language/

“Please find a check enclosed for a donation in honor of 
Fr. Ross Lafromboise, Fr. Petro Ndunguru, and Fr. Timothy 
Johnson on the occasion of Christmas.” -Jean & Tom

“Given in honor of Pastors John and Kelly Ahola.”
-Faaberg Lutheran WELCA Ladies 

“Please accept this donation in honor of the wedding of 
Pastor Michael and Lynnelle Giddings.” -Wayne & Nanci

“We are donating in memory of Gary Lindemoen and 
Milo and Lucille Winter.” -Luke & Nancy

“This donation is in honor of our good friends the Chris-
toffers, blessing others this Christmas as they bless us 
with their friendship.” -Jason, Amanda, Natalie, & Gavin

“In memory of Dr. Perry.” -Linda

Gifts Given in Memory or in Honor...


	cover letter
	spring2019-print



