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From a Resident...
God has blessed me with two babies so far, and during 
both of those pregnancies I’ve lived at the Perry Center.

During my first pregnancy, I had no where to go. I had 
to learn to be independent and to separate myself from 
my family. I had to learn that just because they are my 
family, I’m not expected to give all my time and energy to 
them. With the help of staff, I found support people and 
a church family.

During my second pregnancy, I needed a safe and stable 
place to go with my 10 month old to prepare for the 
arrival of baby number two. I had to come back to the 
Perry Center for the same problems that had happened 
the first time. I had to learn to be independent in a new 
way. I realized that I am going to have to do everything by 
myself, even though I had already been doing that, but 
without the stress and circumstances that kept mak-
ing me homeless. I needed to create a safe, supportive 
environment for my children by myself with God’s help. 
I needed to learn not to be afraid to live on my own. The 
staff and residents helped me do that, and now I believe 
that I can. I understand that I am not alone, but that 
everything that has happened and will happen is because 
of God and that He will continue to be with me. I created 
a new and more supportive circle of people and have 
established a healthier relationship with my family.

Through the Perry Center and staff, through their fantas-
tic advice and willingness to listen I have learned:

 that I can do this

 that I am a role model

 that I am a great mother

 that I have the potential to do great things with 
         my children and myself

 that God does not doubt me and I shouldn’t doubt 
         myself

 that as long as God is beside me, I can do anything 

 that God has a great plan for me and He is all I need!

The Perry Center has been my safe haven, a roof over 
my head for me and my children, so we weren’t on the 
streets. They have helped me find more supportive 
people outside of the Perry Center. A life changing place, 
both times. God sent me here twice, because I hadn’t 
learned everything I was supposed to the first time. 
Without the Perry Center, I know history would have 
repeated itself and I would not have a stable place for my 
children and I. We deserve that.



Many of the women who stay with 
us at the Perry Center have endured 
hardships beyond what most of us 
could imagine.  Some are leaving 
abusive relationships, others are 
battling addiction and homelessness, 
and many have been taken advantage 
of when they were vulnerable and 
alone.  What amazes me, over and 
over, is how these women continually 
choose courage over fear.  I see these 
quiet moments of bravery when they 
stay with us.  For some, that courage 
is what made them walk out of an 
abortion clinic to choose life.  For 
others, their courage is simply being 
vulnerable and open to building a 
relationship with one of our mentors.  
For a few, their courage means 
placing their infant into another family 
through adoption.  From securing 
employment, to finding housing, 

to working through personal issues, 
to developing vision for their lives, to 
falling and trying again, these women are 
courageous, resilient, determined, & brave. 

In our ministry at Tender Hearts, we 
continue to work with some of these 
women, as well as other single moms in 
our community.  You might be surprised 
to know that over 55% of our children at 
Tender Hearts come from families with 
single or unmarried parents.  As we partner 
with these families, we encourage, support, 
& walk alongside them as they raise their 
children.  The opportunities for ministry 
overflow. We always look for ways to be a 
blessing and to inspire courage in them.  

Some of these women become followers 
of Christ during their time at the Perry 
Center or Tender Hearts…and others come 
to know Him years later from seeds planted 
by our staff members and ministry friends.  

Courage Doesn’t Always Roar
By: Kristen Larson 

We trust that they are finding truth 
in the words in Joshua 1:9… “Have I 
not commanded you?  Be strong and 
courageous.  Do not be afraid; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will 
be with you wherever you go.”

“Courage doesn’t always roar. 
Sometimes courage is the quiet voice 
at the end of the day saying, I will 
try again tomorrow.”  - Mary Anne 
Radmacher
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Perry Center Wish List:
  -Diapers (size 4 - 5)
  -Baby wipes
  -Sanitizing wipes
  -Foam floor squares for play area (contact us)
  -Updated security/access system for the building 
   (est. $3,873 - contact us)
 -Volunteers

Daycare Wish List:
  -Construction paper
  -Laundry detergent - scent free & dye free
  -Old house/car keys for dramatic play
  -Paper towels

Have you ever considered a long term financial giving 
plan to the Perry Center? Sustaining and growing the 
Perry Center’s mission for years to come is a perfect 
way to create an impacting legacy. If God has blessed 
you with financial gifts and you would like to leave a 
lasting imprint on the Perry Center, please contact us!


