
Dear Perry Center Friends,

You are not mistaken; this is a fall newsletter from The Perry Center! I cannot believe that summer is fading and before we know it, the 
leaves will be revealing different colors and there will be a crisp and familiar feeling in the air. The newsletter itself may be a couple of 
weeks earlier than usual, but the information contained in this newsletter is very important for you and this ministry.

I want to take a moment to invite you to take part in our Fall Fundraising Event on September 23. The purpose of this event is to 
gather together to celebrate the work that God has been accomplishing through The Perry Center and to make a financial impact 
for this important ministry. Last year, 300 people gathered and over $27,000 was committed to continue this work. We could not 
comprehend these numbers, because we were planning to see 100 people and raises $10,000 that evening. God reminded us that 
His blessings are greater than we know and that He can accomplish what seems like the impossible.

This year, our special guest speaker is Evie West. Evie’s life resume includes ex-gang member from California, two-time teen mother, 
who was faced with the decision to terminate her second born son. However, through God’s amazing grace, she has been redeemed 
and has lived to tell about it. Due to her decision to choose life instead of death for her son, she is passionate about abstinence, 
life, and obedience. Evie has been a Police Officer for the City of Cleveland in Tennessee for the past 18 years. In addition to Evie’s 
story, there will be resident testimonies, program updates, delicious dessert and worship. Consider joining us for this FREE event on 
September 23 at 7:00 p.m. at The Hilton Garden Inn.

Our financial goal for this special evening is to raise $40,000. For many organizations, $40,000 is not much money, but for The 
Perry Center, $40,000 goes a long way. This financial blessing will allow us to go beyond our normal operating expenses and allow The 
Perry Center to expand our maternity home and early learning programs, extend our reach to women facing an unplanned pregnancy, 
serve more families seeking quality-rated child care and share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all who our ministry encounters.

Please prayerfully consider how you can impact a generation by financially supporting The Perry Center and helping us reach our goal 
for this newsletter and our Fall Event. If you would like to attend this free event or would like to be a table host, please 
give us a call at 701.241.9289. Thank you for being woven into The Perry Center and for continuing our mission and 
vision.

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Email:

I want to attend Fall Fundraiser. Sign me up!
I am not attending Fall Fundraiser, but I 
would like to give for this event.
I would like to be a Table Host for the Fall Fundraiser.

One Time Gift:

Monthly Gift:

Preferred Giving Method

Cash Check Credit Card

Card Number:
Exp: CVV:/
Signature:

$
$

*Please make all checks payable to The Perry Center. Your 
donation is tax deductible. Thank you for your support!

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway         West Fargo, ND 58078 701.241.9289 www.perrycenter.org

In HIS Service,
Nathaniel Douglas
Nathaniel Douglas
Executive Director

FALL FUNDRAISER SIGN UP



Measuring Success
By Michelle Cody

 I was recently asked what The Perry Center’s definition 
of success is. I usually have an answer that I am prepared with, 
but  when I was asked this time around, it really caused me to 
think about it deeper. The quick answer to the question in how 
we measure success is when a healthy mother is moving out in 
to safe, stable housing ready to live on her own and care for her 
child with support in place. Hopefully, we have prepared her 
and educated her in such a way that she feels equiped to handle 
whatever comes at her. Our program addresses all aspects of a 
pregnant woman. We believe that in order to thrive, we need to 
look at basic physical needs, emotional/mental health needs, as 
well as spiritual beliefs that drive actions and attitudes. Obviously, 
you can’t really address the emotional and mental health needs 
without living in a stable place. Our first task is to give women a 
roof over their heads, a bed to sleep in, and warm food in their 
bellies so they feel secure enough to deal with some of the life 
altering issues. Seeking appropriate prenatal medical care is also 
high on the priority list to ensure the safe arrival of baby. After this 
is in place, we begin to explore past behaviors and habits that led 
them to the place they are today. Generally speaking, poor choices 
and life circumstances have led to cycles of homelessness, toxic 
relationships and addiction. Counseling, medication, life skills 
training...
              Continued on page 2
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and treatment for addiction can all address these issues 
and we utilize these resources to the fullest extent. 
Because we are a faith-based nonprofit organization, we 
believe that true hope and healing comes through trusting 
Jesus as Savior and Lord. We do our very best to point 
these women to our Creator and The Author of Life for 
direction and guidance.

Throughout the Bible, we are commanded to love. Jesus 
said the greatest commandment was to love the Lord with 
all your heart, soul, mind, and strength and to love your 
neighbor as yourself.

I Corinthians 16:14 says, “Let everything you do be done 
in love.” We can provide the food and housing, get them 
to the best counselors and doctors, help them get to 
Chemical Dependency treatment, but if we don’t do this 
with the primary motivation of love, we aren’t doing any 
good at all.

I Corithians 13:1-3 “If I speak in tongues of men or angels, 
but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a 
clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of prophecy and can 
fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have faith 
that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am 
nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over my 

body to hardship  that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain 
nothing. Love is patient, love is kind, it does not envy, it does not 
boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not self-
seeking, it is not easily angered.”  

What if we measured success by how well we loved? Did the mom 
walk away from The Perry Center knowing that she was loved by 
God and by all those individuals she came into contact with while 
she stayed here? Does she have a deeper understanding that 
nothing can separate her from the love of God through Jesus? 

We are seed planters. Each one of the staff at The Perry Center 
has an opportunity to make a deposit into each mom’s life. Most 
times, we aren’t able to see how that seed took root or grew until 
much later. Our goal is to deposit as much love and grace into 
their lives as possible and pray for the Holy Spirit to help those 
seeds take root. We have witnessed lives transformed before our 
own eyes and we have also seen moms leave the program before 
we thought they should. In either case, our default has to be to 
love them well and trust God for the outcome. I will sometimes 
hear about a former resident who isn’t doing so well after she was 
set up for “ success”. I just got a letter from a former reisdent who 
was back in jail after living on her own for several months. She 
was full of shame and regret and needing some encouragement. 
She wrote, “I’m sorry for poppin in outta nowhere but you were a 
blessing in my life and set me on the right path before and I hope 
you can help me again.” Yes. The answer is always yes. Because 
love never fails and Jesus never gave up on us.
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Fall Fundraiser Table Hosts

resident room sponsors

T E N D E R   H E A R T S

washable tempera paint pots: 

Crayola - RoseArt - Cra-Z-Art

God is the Healer
By Kristen Larson, Tender Hearts
This month at Tender Hearts Early Learning Program, our preschoolers have 
been learning about how God is our healer through our “Experience God” 
curriculum. Within just a few days, they had all memorized our Bible verse, 
“He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds.” As we read stories 
about God healing people in the Bible, our preschoolers began shouting all 
the ways that they have seen Jesus heal themselves and their loved ones. It 
is so amazing to see the lightbulb moment as they realize that God is real 
and makes a difference in our lives. Their childlike faith inspires all of us and 
reminds us that God loves to heal and restore us - no matter our age and 
no matter our condition! Whether we are faced with a life-threatening 
diagnosis or a broken heart, it is God who comes in and makes us whole. He 
knows just what we need when we hurt and feels our pain even before we tell 
Him. He truly heals the broken-hearted!

09.23.2019
Fall Fundraising Ev

ent

featuring

Evie West: A Rebranding Story

REGISTER TODAY!

HILTON GARDEN INN
4351 17th Ave S

Fargo, ND 58103

7 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Reserve your spot on eventbrite.com by searching The Perry Center 
or contact Ciarra at 701.404.1792  or
 by email at ciarra@perrycenter.org.



Love is taking someone to a doctor’s appointment and being 
there to pick them up when they are done.
Love is helping a woman fill out paper work and providing 

resources for them.
Love is choosing to remain calm when 
harsh words are thrown at you. 
Love is holding a baby in the middle 
of the night so that a mom can have a 
break.
Love is teaching them how to cook 
and clean.
Love is holding a door open or 
carrying a carseat for them.
Love is showing them how to laugh, 
and that joy is attainable.
Love is listening without inturruptions.

Love is seeing them for who they are becoming, not who they 
were.
Love is never giving up on these women.

2355 Meadow Ridge Parkway
West Fargo, ND 58078
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Become Love
By Tracy Ortman, House Parent

“The best way to show 
people that God is 
everything we say 

He is - is for us to be 
everything He says we 

are.” Bob Goff

A question I have been pondering for a while now is, “what 
does it look like to love others well?” I used to think of 
love as a formula. Share the Gospel, quote lots of Bible 
verses, take people to church and 
demonstrate what it looks like to be 
a “good person”. While these things 
have their place, I continued to miss 
the simplicity of love. 

As author Bob Goff says, “The best 
way to show people that God is 
everything we say He is - is for us 
to be everything He says we are. 
Become love.” I have been humbled 
to see that what doesn’t always seem 
like much to me, is actually showing 
who God is to them. After a year of working at The Perry 
Center, I have come to realize that love isn’t about what you 
know, but rather how you live it. The Perry Center women 
have taught me that:


